
Welcome to our autumn newsletter. This term has been an exciting one 

with great achievements in the classroom, with our best ever GCSE and 

BTEC exam results, on the sports pitch and wider afield in our 

community. We’ve also welcomed eight new fully equipped classrooms 

to our site, including three new purpose built science labs that students 

started to use during the final week of term. We hope you all have a 

very merry Christmas and we look forward to working with all our 

students and families in the New Year. Happy Christmas from all the 

team at Perryfields. Ian Barton, Headteacher 

Shape anti-bullying event 
In November, 18 pupils were trained by The Diana Award to  
become our first Rainbow Ambassadors. These pupils will be  
leading the way in promoting LGBT awareness through  
campaigns and fundraising events. We’re incredibly  
proud of everyone who took part. Through their dedication  
and hard-work our Rainbow Ambassadors will help to reinforce  
the message that everyone is able to be themselves and to be valued as a  
member of our school and wider community. The Ambassadors have some big 
plans for the future, so watch this space. 

Amazing fundraising! 
Children in Need 
Our fantastic students raised a whopping £859 for Children in Need! Thanks to 
everybody who contributed and a special mention to Amelia Kavanagh, Amy Harper, 
Alicia Harper, Ellie May Payton and Lucy Clifft for arranging a non-uniform day and 
cake sale. Well done! 
 
Macmillan coffee morning  
Well done to everyone who took part (including parents who helped to bake cakes) 
in our Macmillan coffee morning on Wednesday 9 October. Together we raised an 
amazing £171 that will go towards providing physical, emotional and financial 
support to people suffering from cancer. Thank you to everyone who took part. 
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Annual Conference 
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Introducing our student leadership team 

 

We are delighted to introduce you to our new student leadership team, who after a 
series of interviews were selected to represent and be a voice for their fellow 
students at school leadership team meetings and more. We were also incredibly 
impressed with all the other students who applied - it was a really tough choice and 
a complete privilege to interview each and every student who took part – you 
should all be very proud of yourselves! Pictured left to right, Angelina Andrews 
(Deputy Head Girl), Michael Andrews (Head Boy), Bettina Baidoo (Head Girl) and 
Samuel Butt (Deputy Head Boy). 

Focus Fridays 
Focus Friday continues to be a huge success, with over forty year 11 students 
attending to hear from a weekly guest speaker who gives them a glimpse into a 
different career. The talks take place in the Library every Friday morning at 8.15am. 
Our guests talk to our pupils about their career, the journey they took since leaving 
school, the challenges they faced and their successes. Please do come along if you 
have not attended so far – it’s a fantastic way to find inspiration for the next stage of 
your life. 
 
We are also keen to welcome more Focus Friday guests, so if you are a parent and 
can share your journey with and inspire our students, please do contact Mrs Smith 
(Head of Year 11) at admin@perrys.org.uk we’d love to hear from you. 

University is calling! 
University Day  
Our year 11s have been out and about this term visiting four Birmingham based 
universities (219 pupils to be precise!), including Newman University, Birmingham 
City University, University of Birmingham and University College Birmingham. 
Students got a real feel for campus life, the careers they could pursue after 
university, and what life is really like as a student. Well done to all the students who 
attended and thanks for representing Perryfields so positively. Thanks also to all 
the universities who took part.  
 
Five students also took part in an RSA Academy day to find out about the process 
they need to follow to become a doctor. Well done to them all, and we look 
forward to watching them achieve their ambitions in forging a medical career. 

From insurance and 
civil engineering, 
through to sales, 

police and performing 
arts, students have 

heard first-hand about 
a variety of careers!  

A voice for students 
across the school in 

our leadership team 
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Black History 
Month 
This October we celebrated 
Black History Month in true 
culinary style! Pupils (and 
staff) enjoyed a Caribbean 
buffet lunch provided by 
specialist caterers, including 
dishes ranging from Jerk 
chicken and dumplings, 
through to rice and peas and 
plantain.  
 
A large number of students 
enthusiastically supported this event and we’re planning future events to explore 
other cultures and cuisines from across the world, particularly those that reflect the 
many nationalities of pupils and families within our own school community. Thank 
you to everyone who took part and enjoyed the fantastic food on offer, and to all 
the staff and pupils who helped to make it possible. 

Our own Poet Laureate 
We’re delighted to introduce you to the work of our very own Poet Laureate, 
Morgan Nandra (year 11 pupil) who crafted this amazing poem (amongst others) to 
mark this year’s Remembrance Day. I’m sure you will agree it is a truly touching 
poem. Well done Morgan! 
 
The last enemy to be defeated is death,  
Although you mutter your last breath,  
Everyone defeated death. 
The memory lingers on under the 
everlasting sun,  
Even on your dying day you never really 
passed away,  
Emblazoned red with poppies. 
November coats will tell of how you fought 
and well, 
Because no-one truly dies,  
When your memory still resides,  
And in these fires of blazing embers, 
You will always be remembered. 

Year 8 rollercoaster engineering challenge 
This autumn, year 8 design and technology students were challenged to use their 
engineering skills to the max to create a working rollercoaster. 
 
Over the duration of the project the student teams worked together on their 
collaborative skills as they created their fantastic working designs. Move over Alton 
Towers engineers – here come Perryfields students! 
 
Well done to everyone who took part. You should be proud of your creation and 
team work. 

Celebrating the 
important messages 

of Black History 
Month through food 

and community!  

We will remember 
them. 
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Creating new family logos 
We received a whopping 700 entries from pupils in years 7 – 9 who were asked to 
create new family logos for our school families – Enterprise, Venture, Pioneer, 
Mariner and Challenger. 
 
The winning logos were chosen by Mr Barton Headteacher and members of the 
school’s senior leadership team, who were bowled over by the creativity and 
ingenuity of the entries. 
 
Congratulations to the winning designers whose banners were display at sports 
day: Nana Yaw Wiredu, Toby Novotny, Areebah Saghir, Sanjana Johal and Seamus 
Donnelly. 

From Disney to Hip Hop! 
During the last week of the summer term, 26 
pupils across year from years 7 - 10, had the most 
amazing time performing in Disneyland Paris to 
an audience hundreds of nationalities and 
representing our school.  
 
The pupils performed outstandingly, and their 
hard work certainly paid off. Pupils also took part in a backstage workshop and got a 
sneak peak of all the backstage action and how the Disney magic is made. This 
workshop was led by one of the performers who work in Disney. Well done to all the 
pupils who took part of this fantastic opportunity - you represented yourself and the 
school impeccably and we are very proud of you all! Head over to @PerrysPE 
twitter account to watch clips of their performance.  
 
45 BTEC dance students visited Birmingham hippodrome in October to watch Zoo 
Nation’s ‘Some Like It Hip Hop’. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the electric 
performance and are now recreating the movements they watched as part of their 
BTEC qualification and the quality of their work is just amazing. Well done and keep 
up the good work! 

Celebrating Inter Faith Week 
Pupils across the school took part in a number of activities to celebrate our cultural, 
ethnic and religious diversity – from learning about vocabulary linked to religion in 
language classes, through to considering questions of identity in religious studies. 
 
In form time pupils looked at the 2011 Census data around religious faith and got 
involved in surveying their form members about their religious beliefs and practices. 
In PE students considered the issues and barriers sportspeople who follow a religion 
face, and how they can overcome them.  
 
In Art and English lessons, pupils produced a collaborative piece in which pupils 
contributed their fingerprints to a ‘melting pot’ that celebrated the wide variety of 
faiths and cultures in our school and community!  
 
Thank you to all the staff and pupils who took part! 
 
 
 

An unforgettable 
experience! 
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Musical achievements and opportunities 
Big smoke musical trip 
Late last term forty pupils travelled to London to experience Matilda the Musical, a 
truly magical and inspirational stage performance of Roald Dahl’s much loved book. 
Pupils were bowled over by the skills of the performers young and old, and whilst in 
the big smoke took advantage of its other highlights – from the Harry Potter Studios 
through to Planet Hollywood! 
 
Open Mic Night 
We held our first Open Mic night on Tuesday 1 October. Eleven talented pupils took 
to the stage and performed a range of instruments and in different genres – from 
Adele to Haydn and violin to electric guitar – showcasing the amazing talent across 
the school. Well done to everyone who took part. 
 
Exam success 
Congratulations to the following pupils who undertook and successfully passed 
music performance exams with ABRSM and Trinity last term - Nicole Gisbourne 
(Grade 4 Violin Merit), Alanna Slim (Grade 4 Alto Saxophone Distinction), Joab 
Basudev (Grade 4 Baritone Merit) and William Denny (Grade 6 Tenor Horn Merit) 

21st century child knife crime event 
This September our Student Voice 
worked with Conway Network, 
MAC self-defence, DECCA, West 
Midlands Police and West Midlands 
Fire Service to host a sold-out 
event called: ‘Tackling Youth 
Violence and Knife Crime’ event.  
 
The evening opened with an 
emotional dance, choreographed 
and performed by Daisy Pritchard, Mia McLauchlan, Mollie Deakin and Katie Miles. 
This was followed by a series of talks from key speakers who have been involved in 
gangs, but now work with young people to help them choose the right pathway in 
life. Students also took part in various workshops ranging from first aid and self-
defence through to drama therapy, stop and search and a drink and drugs 
awareness session. This was followed by a Q&A session with the key speakers.  
 
Congratulations to everyone who helped to make this event possible and thanks 
to everyone who came along. Watch this space for news of next year’s event! 
 

Dispose of your unwanted knives 
 
Along with schools across the area, we are continuing to work jointly with Sandwell 
Police to help reduce the vulnerability of young people to knife crime.  
 
As part of this, if you have any unwanted knives at home that you would like to 
dispose of in a safe and appropriate manner, email sw_partnership@west-
midlands.pnn.police.uk.  They will arrange to attend your property to remove the 
knifes for you. 
 
 

Calling all pupils – if 
you would like to 

learn an instrument, 
from trumpet and 
violin, through to 

drums, electric guitar 
or even the Ukulele, 

contact Miss Chater in 
the music department 

As people left, they 
were invited to make 

a pledge to never 
carry a knife by 

placing their 
fingerprint on our 

pledge tree. 
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Police World Café 
 
Forty students took part in a Police World Café, working alongside West Midlands 
Police. Pupils worked alongside PC Hewett, PSCOs and other support staff to explore 
different scenarios.  
 
Students found the event inspiring and a significant number are now interested in 
working alongside the police as cadets or mentors, or by joining Sandwell Student 
Voice, Sandwell Community or SHAPE! 
 

Sandwell Chat mental health  
 
Chat Health is a test service on offer to school pupils to help them reach out to the 
school nursing team to ask for help about a range of issues, or to make an 
appointment with one of the nurses confidentially.  
 
The service is for anyone ages 11 - 19 looking for confidential advice on issues such 
as bullying, emotional health and wellbeing, sexual health as well as illness.  Chat 
Health works because it is confidential, quick and easy, anonymous and non-
judgmental.  
 

A star is born! 
American music star Denis 
Coleman visited Perryfields 
to perform to year 8, 9 and 
10 pupils.  Alongside his 
music performance, Denis 
talked to the pupils about 
the dangers of drugs, 
alcohol, smoking and the 
importance of good mental 
health.  
 

The teacake challenge! 
 
Design and technology students have been showing off their creative skills as 
part of the Tunnock’s Teacake Challenge! Students were challenged to take one 
teacake and with just some additional basic ingredients (such as chocolate 
shavings, oranges, raspberry coulis, royal icing, chocolate sauce and more) to 
create something truly eye catching, unique and breath taking!  
 
And the results were just that! Well done to everyone who took part.  
 

Rain rain go away! 
 
Year 7 geographers have been learning how rain gardens in urban areas can help to 
reduce the risk of flooding.  With so much localised flooding in the UK recently, 
students have been discovering how the implementation of schemes such as living 
roofs, tree planting and permeable driveways can play a part in safeguarding 
communities from the devastating effects of flooding.  
“Rain gardens are a great help to prevent flooding and they are nature friendly” 
Keon 7B1 

Rain gardens are a 
great way to prevent 

flooding and are 
nature friendly. Keon 7B1 

To contact Sandwell 
Chat text 07480 

635486. 
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Sporting achievements! 
 

The beautiful game! 
We are proud of our strong relationship with Manchester United through which we 
can access discounted and free tickets to home games. This term twelve pupils 
attended Man utd v Rochdale in the Carabao Cup, and a further 48 pupils attended 
Man utd v AZ Alkmaar in December.  Pupils loved the opportunity to visit the 
Theatre of Dreams and watch one of the world’s biggest football clubs! 

Junior NBA 
We’ve been enrolled for the 
fourth year running onto 
Basketball England’s Junior 
NBA. The initiative promotes 
youth basketball and 
encourages year 7 and 8 pupils to get involved. As part of this our team have played 
in league games and progressed to the play-off stages – what an achievement! Well 
done and good luck to our players. 

Girls rugby 
Our year 7 and 8 girl’s rugby team has been going from strength to strength. This 
term a group of students visited Bourneville Rugby club for a training session and as 
a result, a number are looking to join the club to develop their skills further. Well 
done to everyone and a special mention to Aimee Lempriere, Holly Willets, Leah 
Brookes, Sara Sharida, Emily Whale, Hannah Griffith! 
 
Follow @perryfieldspe on Twitter to keep updated on all fixtures, results, clubs, 
trips and revision sessions 
 

Numeracy winners 
This term we’ve continued to challenge our students to complete our ongoing 
numeracy challenges which take place during form time. A huge well done to all the 
winners: 
 

Numeracy grand masters: Max Smith (1st place), Lexi-Ann Pinnock (2nd place), Ellen 
Bright, Lottie Brooks and Joshua Sandford (joint 3rd place). 
 

Most improved forms: 7PDM2 EES, Mr Ermis (1st place), 9PDM3 SGS, Miss Gluyas 
(2nd place), 8PDM1 SDG, Miss Darling (3rd place). 
 

Highest numeracy sharp points: Megan Hughes and Laina Calgotra 
 

Idea.org.uk 
Lots of students in years 7, 8 and 9 have signed up to Buckingham Palace’s 
idea.org.uk digital award scheme and we are looking to get more students to sign 
up!  Special mention to Sahib Riyat, Year 9 who has already completed his Bronze 
award and is now awaiting a special delivery from Buckingham Palace! Well done 
also to Nel Melerska, Year 8 who has been working hard at lunchtimes to complete 
her badges.  
 
Remember to follow us on Twitter or Facebook to keep up to 
date with all of the exciting events that are taking place at 
Perryfields. www.facebook.com/perryfieldshigh @perryfieldshigh 

To find out more, 
speak to your 

computing teacher or 
come to the lunchtime 

idea.org.uk club on 
Wednesdays in N10. 

If you have any 
unwanted football 

boots, trainers or PE 
kit, please do donate 

it to our PE 
department. We’ll put 
it to good use to make 

sure everyone can 
take part in sporting 

activities! Thank you. 


