
 
 
 
 
 

 
Autumn Newsletter - December 2020 

 

 

Welcome to our autumn newsletter. This term has been both an 
exciting one and challenging one, with great achievements in the 
classroom, online and with our community. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all parents, carers and students for your ongoing 
support and kind words offered throughout this term.  We hope you all 
have a very merry Christmas and we look forward to working with all 
our students and families in the New Year. Happy Christmas from all 
the team at Perryfields. Ian Barton, Headteacher 
 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
INSET Day – Monday 4th January 2021 

School re-opens to YR 11 students 
only – Tuesday 5th January 2021.  Usual 
start times. 

School re-opens to ALL students – 
Monday 11th January 2021.  Usual start 
times. 

Half term holiday - Mon 15th – Friday 19th 
February 2021  

 

 

 Celebrating ‘Remote Learning’ at Perryfields 
 
We would like to say a huge congratulations and thank you to our students. We have been so impressed with their approach to 
remote learning and their commitment to maintain their education whenever they're unable to physically attend school. We would 
also like to acknowledge all the support you as parents have provided, which has helped to make our remote learning provision a 
success.  Thank you for the encouraging messages that several of you have sent, as they have been gratefully received.  The 
following is just a snapshot of parent and student views: 
 
 
 

  

  



Celebrating the important 
messages of Black History 
Month through education     
and creativity! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
  

Remembrance Day  
Thank you to our year 11 students who helped put together a wonderful Remembrance Day virtual 
performance that we were able to share with students and staff on Wednesday 11th November 
2020. A huge thank you to Ellie Mai Parker for reading The Exhortation, Millie Cross for playing The 
Last Post and Alanna Slim for closing the performance playing Elégie by Gabriel Fauré. It was an 
incredibly moving performance by all students. 
 

           
 
The History department helped our school community to commemorate Remembrance Day by 
reflecting on the theme of service and sacrifice.  They also linked the service and sacrifice of our 
armed forces in conflicts throughout the 20th Century including; WW1, WW2 and the service and 
dedication displayed by our key workers during this current global pandemic.   
 
The DT department created the “Light up Perry’s” Poppy Challenge for students in years 7, 8 and 9.  
Well done to all students that created a beautiful lantern to remember this special day. 
 

Black History Month 
This October we celebrated Black 
History Month in true style! To mark 
Black History Month 2020, students and 
staff explored the importance and influences 
of historical and current figures through their 
celebratory assembly of black culture. 
Students across all year groups and subjects 
worked hard to produce some creative and 
imaginative pieces of work. We look forward 
to bringing back our Caribbean food festival 
in 2021. 
 
 

 

                                            

  

     
 
 
 
     

 

 
 

Remembering our 
fallen heroes. Lest we 

forget. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

     
   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 Some Like it Hip Hop virtual performance 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
  
 

 
 

 

KS3 Creative Art extra-curricular virtual challenge 
At the beginning of this term, we launched our first Creative Arts Extra Curricular 
Virtual Challenge to our KS3 students. We had a huge response from our students 
who entered some magnificent work! This challenge saw three winners – Taylor 
Tudgay with a fantastic Dance piece, Hari Singh with a superb illustration and Elliot 
Kerry who performed alongside his family singing and playing “Three Little Birds”. 
Congratulations to these students. They each received a certificate and a £10 
Amazon voucher to spend! Due to the success of the first challenge, we have now 
released our second challenge with a new theme – Aladdin! All the information can 
be found on class charts with Music, Dance, Drama and Art categories to enter. We 
really look forward to seeing our students’ responses. 

SIPS Music Tuition 
For the past few weeks’, students, whilst in school, have been having their individual 
music tuition sessions online. We really wanted to continue to offer these sessions 
to our students despite the situation we are in.  With the help of technology and our 
wonderful SIPS peripatetic teachers, this is something we have been able to do. We 
still have some spaces available for our instrument lessons, so if this is something 
you would be interested in, please speak to Mr Jackson or Mrs Jones for more 
information. 
 

 
 

 
 

For more updates across our 
creative arts department follow 
us on twitter @Perryfields_CA 

 

On Wednesday 18th November, year 10 dance 
students were able to watch a pre-recorded 
theatre show of “Some Like It Hip Hop”. This is 
one of the dances they are studying as part of 
their qualification and would usually go to the 
theatre to see. Although we weren’t quite able 
to get into the theatre, we are extremely 
thankful to Zoo Nation, who shared this 
recorded performance with us, so we were still 
able to watch the show!   



        
 
 

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
  
 

Our students have earned an incredible amount of positive SHARP points since October 
half term. 

Praise postcard = 70 points 
Free bacon bap/pasta pot = 120 points 
Free chicken and chips = 180 points 

 
Year 7 – 163 postcards, 91 bacon baps/pasta, 9 chicken and chips 
Year 8 – 186 postcards, 91 bacon baps/pasta, 4 chicken and chips 

Year 9 – 158 postcards, 56 bacon baps/pasta 
Year 10 – 133 postcards, 19 bacon baps/pasta 
Year 11 – 95 postcards, 7 bacon baps/pasta 

 
A huge well done to all of our students for their hard work, commitment and engagement, 

especially during the recent period of remote learning. 

The English department would like to recognise the fantastic effort and hard work 
of our students as they continue to transition between in-class and online learning. 

Continuing to celebrate our students’ success at 
Perryfields 

 
 

We love to share your child’s 
successes with them and you. If 
you would like to nominate your 

child as Student of the Week 
please email 

success@perrys.org.uk 

 

Computer Science News - In the last lockdown we had a record number of students sign up 
and use www.idea.org.uk.  By the end of the summer term we had an incredible 15 Bronze and 
5 Silver award winners and a further 932 digital badges collected.  Students will be able to use 
their Certificate of Achievement as a record of what digital skills they have gained.  A number of 
current year 7 students have already signed up in their computing lessons.  However, they all 
need to have edited their profile and added their organisation code for their year group. This 
organisation code is very important in order for us to track and monitor the progress and 
achievement of students. This information was emailed to both students and parents/carers. If 
we don’t know about your award, we can’t congratulate you!  If you have any questions, 
please contact the ICT department via ict@perrys.org.uk  
 

                                                               
 

 
 

Students will need to edit their 
profile once signed up and add 
the organisation code (capitals) 
for your year group, and don’t 

forget to click save! 
   PHSYEAR7 
   PHSYEAR8          
   PHSYEAR9 

 
 

Between September and 
December, staff and parents have 

made over 281 nominations to 
recognise and celebrate; excellent 
standards of work, incredible effort 

and resilience during remote 
learning, and much more. 

Our Students of the Month are: 
 

September 
Year 7 - Cerone C 
Year 8 - Chantal B 
Year 9 - Lexi-Ann P 

Year 10 - Mohammed A 
Year 11 - Thibault L 

October 
Year 7 – Evie T 

Year 8 – Neishon H 
Year 9 – Olivia S 

Year 10 – Lewis B 
Year 11 – Amy D 

November 
Year 7 – Malakai S 
Year 8 – Oltiona R 

Year 9 – Rio B 
Year 10 – Matilda D 

Year 11 – Jack L 
 

They all receive a ‘Student of the 
week’ goodie bag.  

 



 

PE news! 
 
PE lessons have looked slightly different this year due to the ever-changing guidelines. 
Throughout the academic year so far, we have started to re-introduce sports, which we were 
unfortunately unable to do in September. We will continue to follow Government and NGB 
guidelines to ensure students receive the highest quality PE curriculum, whilst also staying as 
safe as possible. We currently have no extra-curricular activities available for students’ due to 
guidelines and restrictions, but we cannot wait for the day it is safe to do so!  
 
PSV Eindhoven Football Development Tour 2021 
In April 2021, the PE department will be heading out to Holland for their third football 
development tour. Current year 8-10 students will be travelling to Eindhoven to visit one of 
Hollands greatest ever teams; PSV Eindhoven. The trip will include; training with PSV 
coaches at the De Herdgang training facility, matches against Dutch opposition, sightseeing 
in Eindhoven, a tour of the Philips Stadium and even a visit to the Efteling theme park.  
 
REMINDER- The final payment for the trip should have been made by December 4th 2020. 
Please contact school ASAP if you have missed this payment. 
 
Donations 
We are asking Perryfields friends and family if they could kindly donate any unwanted football 
boots, trainers and/or PE kit to the department to use in PE lessons. If you can spare any kit 
whatsoever, please drop it at reception.  Any donations are greatly appreciated.  
 

 

 
Social Media 

Follow @perryfieldspe on 
Twitter to keep updated on all 
fixtures, results, clubs, trips 
and revision sessions. 
 

 
 

 

Helping our Perryfields community 
 
Since September, with the continued help of the Albion Foundation, we have been 
able to support our families by providing both food and cleaning hampers.  We 
have successfully delivered an average of 15 hampers per week, which have also 
included hot meals.  With the support of our own school community, we have also 
been able to deliver more hampers and advent calendars to our families within 
our community.   
 
Supporting the Fountain Court Residential Home 
We are also very excited to be able to deliver 15 gift bags to residents at the 
Fountain Court Residential Home.  Alongside chocolates and sweets, included in 
the gift bags is a Twiddlemuff.  These are a knitted hand muff with beads, buttons 
and ribbons attached which help sooth patients with dementia. 
 
 

  

 
 

 
 

If you or anyone else you 
know would like support 

then please email: 
 

admin@perrys.org.uk 
 

We are here to help in any 
way possible. 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our own Poet Laureate 
We’re delighted to introduce you to the work of our very own Poet Laureate, Muhona 
Rimu (year 11 student) who crafted this amazing poem (amongst others) to mark this 
year’s Christmas. I’m sure you will agree it is a truly warming poem. Well done 
Muhona! 
 
A Christmas Cake 
 
Sauntering across the frosted fields,  
in the immense dark I follow a trail,  
White and pure sparkling in the premature darkness 
Under the moonlit sky that flickers with millions of golden lamps, 
everlasting yet timely 
 
Approaching the lamps that tower above the ground,  
I gaze upon not just the stars but new lights, 
Ruby, jade, sapphire adorning every houses’ festive spirit, 
Highlighting stories that enrich the festive ambiance 
 
My keys jingle with joy as I divulge into the sound of family festivities, 
Dimmed lighting, the twinkling tree, threads of tinsel on the ground, 
Just perfect 
 
Another year of dark frosted nights, sweet singing robins and towering tiers of snow up for the 
eyes delight. 
All sprinkled with hope. 
 
 

 

Reverse advent calendar appeal 
 
Over the last 2 days staff have delivered 21 hampers to some of our most vulnerable 
families. The gratitude from the parents was incredible, with some moved to tears at the 
generosity shown to them. This has only been possible due to the efforts our students and 
staff have put into the reverse advent calendar appeal. Several people went above 
and beyond, bringing in bags full of items. We even had donations from some of our staff's 
parents and families. 
 
The rest of the food and toiletries will be donated to the Food Bank at Holy Trinity Church in 
Old Hill. 
 
We have the most amazing students and staff at Perryfields and even after a challenging 
year, their willingness to help others is humbling. 
 
 
 

 
 
A massive THANK YOU to 

you all! 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dimmed lighting, the 
twinkling tree, threads  
of tinsel on the ground 

 

 

 



 
  Other news…. 

Rem Conway from Conway Network 
We are excited to have welcomed back Rem Conway into our Perryfields family.  Rem plays a 
pivotal part in our mentoring program, working with students across all year groups both 
individually and in small groups.    
 
Focus Friday now workplace Wednesday - ‘Focus Friday’ is temporarily being replaced with virtual 
‘Workplace Wednesday’.  If you can spare 30 minutes and would like to share your career pathway to help 
broaden the mindset and to raise the aspirations of the next generation then I’d love to hear from you.  
Please email your details to marie.smith@perrys.org.uk 
 
Connexions - Career meetings with Connexions for our year 11s have continued regardless of restrictions 
virtually via TEAMS.  Every year 11 student will get the opportunity to have a careers interview, ensuring 
that they are aware of the opportunities and various pathways available to them when they finish their 
schooling at Perryfields. 
 
 

 

Safeguarding at Perryfields 
Perryfields Pastoral Team are passionate about our students, their education and well-being.  We 
endeavour to identify any concerns or issues at the earliest possible opportunity and remove any 
barriers to learning which may be preventing our students from reaching their potential.  We pride 
ourselves in knowing our young people well and working alongside the teaching and support staff, we 
aim to develop positive relationships with them and their families. We respond as quickly as possible 
to any issues and ensure that difficulties are discussed and resolved in the best possible way.  If you 
need any help or support, please email safeguarding@perrys.org,uk 
 
During this global pandemic, the safeguarding team are working hard to support the mental wellbeing 
of our students and their families.   If, however, you need a more urgent response, please contact the 
organisations below; 
 
Sandwell BEAM email for an appointment -  AskBeam@childrenssociety.org.uk 
KOOTH -  https://www.kooth.com 
Childline/NSPCC -  0800 1111 or https://www.childline.org.uk 
CAMHs crisis team- Hospital or GP referral 
Forward Thinking Birmingham - 0300 300 0099 
Sandwell Healthy Minds- self referral - https://www.sandwellhealthyminds.nhs.uk 
MIND- 0121 262 3555 or email help@birminghammind.org 
 
Support with Domestic Violence  
As cities around the world go on lockdown, victims of domestic violence look for a way out. 
It has emerged at least 16 suspected domestic abuse killings in the UK have been identified by 
campaigners since the Covid-19 lockdown restrictions were imposed, far higher than the average 
rate for the time of year.  Campaigners have warned the further restrictions could heighten domestic 
tensions and cut off escape routes.  If you are a victim of domestic abuse, please ask for help; 
 
Black Country Women's Aid supports women and children affected by domestic violence, rape, 
sexual assault, FGM or forced marriage.  You can find out more by visiting their website or by calling 
0121 553 0090. 
National Centre for Domestic Violence - helps survivors of domestic violence and abuse obtain 
protection against an abuser. It specialises in providing free, fast and effective support, usually by 
helping individuals obtain injunctions from their local county court. You can find out more by visiting 
their website or by calling 0800 970 2070. 
National Domestic Abuse Helpline is run in partnership between Women’s Aid and Refuge. It gives 
support, help and information for women experiencing domestic violence.  You can find out more by 
visiting their website or by calling 0808 2000 247. 
24-hour National Domestic Abuse Helpline -  0808 2000 247 
Refuge – https://www.refuge.org.uk/covid19-survivor-tips/ 
Sandwell Council Housing - You can approach Sandwell Council for assistance if you have 
become homeless due to domestic abuse.  You can find out more by visiting their website or by 
calling 0121 563 6489. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please spend a moment looking at the school website and  
the advice given to parents about safety online. There is a  
presentation from Sandwell called “Child online Safety for  
parents Guidance booklet Nov 2020” and clearly outlines  
the apps that young people are using and the risks that they  
can pose if they are not monitored on a regular basis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Although there are huge benefits from social media, especially during the times that we have experienced and continue to experience, 
with lockdowns and regulations being put upon us, there are hidden dangers that we may not see the immediate consequences of.  
We are surrounded by media at every point of the day through the use of the mobile phones, tablets and TV.  We can hear constant 
news items which are not censored to the audience and so young people have access to news which may be frightening and 
unsettling.  The affect that this may have on young people can lead to anxiety and over thinking. Facts show that today, 
regardless of the pandemic young people are less likely to play outdoors compared with young people ten years ago, and this 
means that the constant drip feeding of news (some of it fake news), the need for social media likes, friends and 
communication is growing.  This is causing isolation, a lack of reality, lack of resilience and, in extreme cases, mental illness. 

 
In families, we see that social media can divide families, isolate and ostracise.  Communications between family members become 
limited as the mobile or tablet is more important than the time to share food, watch TV but more importantly, talk.  This image is 
striking and I wonder how many people can relate to it? 

 
Thoughts, as we come towards the Christmas holidays, perhaps we can all challenge the family to put the phone down, not use the 
tablet other than to facetime those we cannot be with and simply talk.  Spend time playing board games and watching TV together. 

 
If you are worried about the impact of social media on your child’s mental health and wellbeing, speak out now because we are 
wanting to prevent the harm that can be caused – PREVENTATIVE measures are the key.  Mental illness can spiral quickly and 
over thinking, caused by self-isolation and/or obsession with social media can escalate a rapid deterioration in your child’s wellbeing.  
Please seek support – NSPCC/Childline/KOOTH/BEAM.  Contact information for these support networks are all mentioned above 
and further advice and guidance can be found on the school website.  Email us at safeguarding@perrys.org.uk or use the SPEAK 
OUT button on the school’s website.  Please do not ignore it – seek support. 

 
Talk to your child about the news, being mindful of fake news and the dangers that this can cause. 

 
Check their phone/devices regularly – be aware that Instagram was the most recorded platform in child grooming crimes during 
lockdown!  Think about the dangers of sexual exploitation, extremist material, sexting, friends – who are they?  Are they ‘real 
friends’? Again, if you are worried, please Speak Out.  

                                                                                                                 
 
 
 

 Online safety 

 

Impact of social 
media 



 

 

Track and Trace over the Christmas holidays                 

                                                                                       

 

Recent Government announcement  
 
Please refer to the letter emailed to Parents/Carers for further details on the start of the Spring Term and weekly 
Coronavirus testing in schools. 
 
Positive cases during the holiday 
 
The guidance states: 

• Where a pupil tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms more than 48 hours 
since being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact tracing 
instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace 

• If a pupil tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in 
school, the school is asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual 
may have been infectious whilst in school 

• If your child is required to self-isolate due to contact with a positive case during the holidays, you do not need 
to inform the school 
 

As is the procedure whilst the school has been open, if your child tests positive for COVID-19 over the next few days, 
please email attendance@perrys.org.uk only (if the email is sent to any other address, it will not be picked up), and 
provide the following details: 
 
 

• The full name and date of birth of your child 
• The date your child developed symptoms and what they were 
• The date your child had a test and confirm the date your child was last on the school site 
• How your child travels to school each day and the name of any siblings that attend the school 
• The full name of any students that your child has socialised with outside of school within 48 hours of 

developing symptoms. If your child is asymptomatic, within 48 hours of the date of the test. 
 
 

Obviously, we sincerely hope that your child does not test positive at all over the holiday, but if it were to be the case, 
please help us to do our part as a school to protect the local community as much as we possibly can. If your child is 
identified as a close contact, we will notify you via a text message and will inform you of the start and end date of the 
required period of isolation.  

 

Thank you for all your support over what has proved to be a rather challenging term. We have had some wonderful 
messages of thanks from parents and carers over the last few days which really do mean a lot to us as a staff team. 
As always, your support is very much appreciated.  

 

 

  

 

 
  

 

 
 

To all our students, families and community, 
We hope you have a fantastic Christmas and 
a happy New Year! 
From all the staff at Perryfields. 


