
Welcome to our January newsletter. Although 2021 has not started how we would  
have liked it to, we want to take every opportunity to celebrate the little wins had  
by our students, staff and our Perryfields Community. It is important that through  
this challenging period, we continue to be kind to ourselves and each other. We  
cannot thank our students, staff and parents/carers enough for all of the efforts  
that have gone into making the last two weeks of remote learning a success. We  
understand that this is not easy, nor is it where we hoped we would be. However,  
in usual Perryfields style, we continue to work together.  Ian Barton, Headteacher 
 

Half term holiday - Mon 15th – Friday  
                 19th February 2021 

 Celebrating ‘Remote Learning’ at Perryfields 

We would like to say a huge congratulations and thank you to our students and parents/carers. The 
continued commitment to complete our remote learning lessons is pleasing. Attendance in the live 
lessons has regularly been above 80%, with attendance of Year 11 students reaching over 90% on 
occasions. Again, we would also like to acknowledge all the support you as parents/carers continue to 
provide. We know that keeping your child motivated during this challenging time, whilst also doing your 
own roles in the home or whilst working, is especially difficult. However, please do know that your 
efforts are greatly appreciated and enable the teaching staff to continue to do their role, albeit in a 
different format. The following is just a snapshot of average student engagement in live lessons over 
last week’s timetable of live lessons: 

Year Group 7 8 9 10 11 Overall Total Avg. 
Engagement Accessing live lessons 80% 81% 80% 84% 86% 82% 

Accessing lessons via Class Charts 8% 11% 11% 8% 8% 9% 91%  
Top tips for student to manage their ‘Remote Learning’ 

Tip 1 

Keep a set routine.  Wake up at the same 
time every day & have a good breakfast. 
Organise yourself ready for the day ahead. 
Ensure you have your break/lunch & do 
not work through these. 

Tip 2 

Treat remote learning the same as 
classroom learning. Our expectations are 
the same, particularly in respect of 
behaviour & conduct. Focus on learning & 
avoid distractions. 

Tip 3 

Take regular screen breaks.  Ensure that 
when it is break, lunch & end of school day, 
you step away from all screens, including 
your phone. Try and get some fresh air. 

Tip 4 

Do not share passwords or lesson details. The 
school systems are secure to ensure students are 
safeguarded. Any breach of this security will be 
dealt with severely. 

Tip 5 

Make sure your workspace is 
comfortable. Do not work from your bed, 
keep that for sleeping. Tip 6 

Do some exercise, even if this is a walk. 
Exercise is beneficial for relieving stress, 
improves memory, helps you sleep better & 
boosts overall mood. 

Tip 7 

Stick to a work timetable, allowing time for 
homework. Do not sleep all day and work all 
night. Accessing Class Charts at 11pm/12am & 
later, is not healthy. Tip 8 

Ask for help. If you cannot do something, 
do not understand or just need some 
reassurance, please email your teachers or 
Head of Year/Assistant Head of Year. This 
is difficult for us all & we do not want you to 
suffer in silence. 

Most importantly, look after your mental health!  
Remote Learning ultimately means working alone & missing out on daily social interaction with your friends. If you  
ever feel frustrated, low or sad, it’s important to discuss how you feel with your parents/carer or teachers. Keeping  
in touch with friends over facetime, WhatsApp or other socially media platforms can also help to keep your spirits  

up. Remember to use Class Charts Well-being tracker to let us know how you are feeling too. We enjoy hearing  
from you! 
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IMPORTANT DATES: 
Year 9 virtual Options Evening  
Monday 25th January 2021 at 5pm 

Year 9 virtual Consultation Evening  
Thursday 28th January 2021 at  

4.30 – 6.30pm 

‘Our daughter is doing us proud with her 
independent engagement with her online 

learning. May I just take this opportunity to 
thank all the staff involved for the work they're 

doing at this tough time! It's really 
   appreciated this end.’ 

      Parent of Year 8 student. 

 

‘Online lessons will never be the same as  
‘proper’ lessons but as parents we  

appreciate the work that the teachers and  
other staff are doing at this challenging  

time.’ 

Parent of Year 7 student. 

‘I just wanted to drop you a line to say  
Thank You for all you are doing in these  

challenging times. I am in no doubt as I am  
writing this that some of you are probably  

working! It cannot be easy juggling school,  
online work, live lessons as well as your own  

families...I just wanted to take time to let  
you know you are all really appreciated.’ 

Parent of Year 10 student. 



 

 

Supporting our Students and School Community 

Laptops 
In December we distributed our allocation of laptops from the DfE, to our disadvantaged and vulnerable students with no suitable device access. 
However, the number of disadvantaged students still in need of support stretched far beyond the amount we had been allocated. To go some way 
in combating this, as a school we made the decision to purchase an additional 50 laptops. The Pastoral Team & ICT Support have worked hard 
over this past week to organise the allocation, collection and delivery of these devices to our excited students and their families. We are looking 
forward to seeing you now being able to access your live lessons with ease. We have made another request to the DfE for additional 

devices and are hoping to have a positive response soon. 

Food Hampers 
We know that this year has been very challenging in lots of different ways and we are here to help in any  

way that we possibly can. Alongside organising the laptops, the Pastoral Team have also been busy  
shopping, preparing and delivering food hampers for some of our families. If your family need help and  

support with a hamper, please do not hesitate to contact us by emailing pastoral@perrys.org.uk and we will be 
there! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Reverse Advent Calendar 
As you are aware, through November and December, we asked students and 
staff to support our Reverse Advent Calendar by donating food and advent 
calendars through their form. This was a HUGE success, and we were 
overwhelmed with the generosity of our Perryfields Community. After we 
were able to create lots of lovely Christmas food hampers for our most 
vulnerable families, the excess was donated to the Black Country Foodbank. 
Thank you so much for your help and support as it very much appreciated. 
 

 

 

         Parent view – Ofsted   
Ofsted Parent View gives you the chance to share with Ofsted what you think of your 

child’s school, including: how happy your child is at the school, thoughts on remote 
learning provision and the pastoral support we are provide.  Please note, this survey is 
not designed to receive complaints about the school.  If you wish to share any positive 

stories, please do this by accessing this link; 
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/login?destination=/give-your-views 

 

 

 

 
MOBILE DATA BOOST 

REQUEST 
For us to make a data boost  

request on your behalf, please  
email below details to; 

 
pastoral@perrys.org.uk 

 
• Name of the account holder  

(the person who pays the bill) 
• Phone number of the mobile 

device for which the data needs 
boosting. 

• Mobile network 
• Pay monthly or Pay as you go 

(PAYG) 
 

Only available on following 
networks; EE, O2, Sky mobile, 
SMARTY, Tesco mobile, Three,  

Virgin and Vodafone 
 

 
FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

 
Sadly, we know that this year has  

hit some of our families hard. If  
your financial circumstances have  
changed, you may now be entitled  
to Free School Meals. Please apply  

via the link below: 
 

https://perryfieldshigh.sandwell.sch.uk/
parents/free-school-meals/ 

 



We would like to recognise Year 7 student,  
Jenson, for his outstanding creativity. Jensen is  

a big fan of Bob Ross and a keen painter  
himself. He wrote this poem about the scene  

he had painted. 

Winter Lace by Jensen – Year 7  
Oh, what a beautiful sky!  

Red and purple!  
What a sight.  

But no sky is complete though without,  
A happy little cloud.  
Now for some fun.  

We don’t want this sky to get lonely.  
So, we’ll make some distant trees!  

And if this is a winter scene,  
These trees will need some snow on them.  

There, that’s better!  
Another thing.  

We definitely can’t have a winter painting  
without  

Some snow lying around!  
So, we’ll put some in.  

Now let’s have some real fun!  
You know me, I love trees  

So let’s put some in.  
And now I think this painting is about finished.  

I look forward to seeing you again.  
Happy painting, and God Bless, my friend.  

 

WORKPLACE WEDNESDAY went virtual!! 

Following the huge success of Focus Friday, Year 11 students now have access to ‘Workplace 
Wednesday’. As part of our Careers education, guests in a variety of different industries are invited to 
share their career journey with our students to help them discover what different careers entail. Last 
Wednesday saw a huge 51 students attend online to hear Kathryn Duncan share all her experiences of 
having a career in Civil Engineering/Project Management. It was fantastic! If you are interested in sharing 
your story, please email marie.smith@perrys.org.uk.   

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT  
‘Day of the Dead’ Tie-Dye Project 

Year 7 students are working on a Day of the Dead project, looking at 
different types of techniques in textiles. The first technique is tie dye. This 
began with an initial lesson on the brief history of tie dye, followed by 
students completing a flow chart based on the design process. One of our 
year 7’s, Finley, went above and beyond by creating his own tie dye T-shirt. 
Well done to all year 7 students who participated in the project! 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT in collaboration with the  
University of Birmingham 

In December, the Science Department were given access to Birmingham 
University’s online Science lectures. This year, it was looking at ‘How is 
Santa like the coronavirus?’ and the history of pandemics. These lectures 
were shown initially in lessons to Year 8 students and then extended to 
other year groups. In a few weeks, students in Years 10 and 11, who are 
studying Separate Science, will have the opportunity to work with 
Birmingham University again. They will be accessing virtual lessons on the 
topic of Monoclonal Antibodies which links directly to their Biology 
curriculum. 

 

 
Calling all YR8 Scientists 

& Environmentalists! 

We have been offered a place with 
STEM to work on an environmental 
design project. If you are interested in 
being involved, please contact Miss 
Darling direct via her school email. 

 

 

So far, we have had 83 nominations  
for our virtual ‘Student of the Week’.  

Students continue to be nominated in  
recognition & celebration of:  

excellent standards of work, incredible  
effort and resilience during remote  

learning, and much more. 

Parents/Carers are also able to 
nominate their child for the successes 
they have at home. Please email your 
nomination to success@perrys.org.uk  

They all receive a ‘Student of 
the week’ goodie bag. 

Continuing to celebrate our students’ success at 
Perryfields 

 

 

 



 

COVID FAMILY SUPPORT 

We are here to support our students and our families in any way we possibly  
can. If you need our support, please email us at pastoral@perrys.org.uk  

Here are some other useful resources in Sandwell and surrounding areas to  
enable you to get support and advice for a range of different areas.  

FOOD BANK INFORMATION 
BLACK COUNTRY FOOD BANK 
https://www.blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk/  

Other locations 
https://www.blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk/locations/  

Telephone: 01384 671250 Email: 
admin@blackcountryfoodbank.org.uk  
If you don’t have access to a voucher, please call the above 
number. 

RESTORE 
Transformation Church, 1 Station Road, Rowley Regis 
West Midlands B65 0LI 
Opening Hours: Wednesday 11:30am - 1:00pm 

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH – OLD HILL  
Halesowen Road, Cradley Heath B64 6JA  
Opening Hours: Monday 10:00 am - 12:00pm 

COMMUNITY LINK 
72 High Street, Cradley Heath, B64 5HA 
Opening Hours: Thursday 1:00pm - 3:00pm 

Emergency Food Parcel 
Midland Langar Seva Society 24hr Emergency Parcel 
Delivery: 07903 400179 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
COVID WINTER GRANT 
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/wintergrant  

FINANCIAL ADVICE & HELP 
If you are worried about debt to Sandwell Council, please call 
0121 569 5333 
Council Tax Reduction, Discretionary Housing Payment, 
Welfare Rights, Self-isolation payments, Money Advice 
amongst others. 

https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/info/200354/coronavirus_advice/ 
4460/get_financial_help  

RESILIENT RESIDENTS 
Lots of advice and contacts for a wide range of needs 
(benefits checker, debt advice, budgeting and money 
management, employment advice and support, well-
being, food, help in an emergency). 

https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/info/200347/resilient_residents  

MENTAL HEALTH & BEREAVEMENT 
RETHINK EMOTIONAL SUPPORT 

https://www.rethink.org/help-in-your-area/services/advice-and-
helplines/the-black-country-emotional-support-helpline/  

Rethink Emotional Support Helpline is a freephone service for those who 
are in need of support, reassurance and understanding. 
The service can be contacted on 0808 802 2208 at the following times: 
Monday- Friday 6.00pm – 3. 00am 
Saturday- Sunday 2.00pm – 3.00am 
We are now offering Text/webchat support during our opening hours: 
Text 07860 065 168 

Webchat www.rethink.org/blackcountryhelpline   

KALEIDOSCOPE PLUS GROUP 

The Kaleidoscope Plus Group works to promote and support positive 
health and wellbeing. 

https://www.kaleidoscopeplus.org.uk/self-help-tool.php  

Chat to us via telephone, online through our website or directly through 
Facebook and a member of our team will be with you as soon as possible 
to talk. 
Call 0800 059 0123 Monday-Sunday between 5pm & 9pm 
Messenger: Monday-Friday: 9am-8pm & Saturday-Sunday: 5pm-8pm 

BLACK COUNTRY NHS MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT 24/7 
Phone line is operating 24/7 and is available to Black Country residents of 
all ages - 0800 008 6516 
If you are experiencing increased distress or anxiety during these 
uncertain times, please don't suffer in silence, pick up the phone and 
speak to one of our specialist mental health professionals who will be 
able to support you. 
We continue to provide support through our Healthy Minds / Improving 
Access to Psychological Therapies (IAPT) services which offer services 
for people experiencing common mental health problems such as low 
mood, depression, anxiety and stress. You can also access free online 
CBT via our Silver Cloud platform. 

https://www.blackcountryhealthcare.nhs.uk/contact-us/help-crisis 

BLACK COUNTRY WOMEN’S AID 

0121 552 6448 (24/7 Helpline) 
07384 466181 (Text or WhatsApp 9am – 9pm) 

https://blackcountrywomensaid.co.uk/   

 


