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Course details/ specifications/ sample papers

Literature 

Language 

http://www.englishbiz.
co.uk/

Useful web sites:

Handy for 
writing skills...

http://www.bbc.co.uk/e
ducation/subjects/zr9d
7ty

To help with 
analysis and 

writing...

http://www.sparknote
s.com/shakespeare/m
acbeth/

To help with 
Macbeth plot 

and themes etc.

To choose and 
explore any 

unseen poems...

http://www.poemhunt
er.com/

https://www.yorknote
s.com/gcse/an-
inspector-calls-york-
notes-for-gcse-new-
edition/revision-cards

Revision card 
ideas for An 

Inspector Calls

Homework –
Pupils will have a weekly homework 

and occasionally a research based 
task.

Sometimes these hwks will consist of 
memorising quotations for a closed 

book Literature assessment, so 
pupils should be interleaving units 

and practising analysing and 
memorising quotations. 

What texts have the 
pupils studied?

• An Inspector Calls

• Power and Conflict 
Poetry

• Macbeth 

All pupils have their 
own copy of each text 

which they have 
annotated and filled 

with useful notes.

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
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English Language GCSE: 2 exams

Paper 1
50%
1 hour 45 
mins

What is the question? Marks 

Question 
1

List 4 things from this 
part of the source...

4 marks

Question 
2

How does the writer use 
language to...

8 marks

Question 
3

How has the writer 
structured the text to 
interest you…/ develop 
the...

8 marks

Question 
4

A student/ reviewer 
said...
To what extent do you 
agree?

20 marks

Question 
5

Write a story...
Write a description based 
on this image...
Write a narrative about...

24 marks (content 
and organisation)
16 marks 
(technical skills)

Paper 2
50%
1 hour 45 
mins

What is the question? Marks 

Question 1 Choose 4 statements which are 
true...

4 marks

Question 2 Use details from both sources to 
write a summary of the 
differences/ similarities 
between...

8 marks

Question 3 How does the writer use 
language to describe...

12 marks

Question 4 Compare how the writers 
convey...

16 marks

Question 5 Statement
Write the text of a speech/ 
newspaper etc
Present your viewpoint/ argue/ 
persuade

24 marks 
(content and 
organisation)
16 marks 
(technical skills)

English Literature GCSE: 2 
exams

The 4 exams your 
child will sit to 
gain 2 GCSEs.

We provide these revision guides
• Specific to our topics and how 

we teach them
• Grade specific
• Models, exam style questions, 

essays to try and smaller bite-
size tasks

• Free!

Every red exercise book they take home is filled with mark schemes, models at all grade 
ranges, worksheets, graded work, ‘fix-its’, class models created with their teacher and so on. 

Paper 1
Two 50 
minute 
exams 

What is the 
question?

Possible 
timing

Marks 

1P Compare the ways 
the poets present...

POWER AND 
CONFLICT POEMS 

50 30 marks

1M How does Priestley 
explore.../ how 
does Priestley
present... etc

AN INSPECTOR 
CALLS

50 30 marks

Paper 2

1hr 45 
mins

What is the question? Possible 
timing

Marks 

Section 
A

Starting with this 
extract, how far do you 
think Shakespeare 
presents...

MACBETH

45 mins 30 marks + 
4 SPAG

Section 
B 

In this poem, how does 
the poet present.../
explore/ show etc

UNSEEN POETRY

30-40 24 marks + 
4 SPAG

What are the 
similarities and/ or 
differences in the way 
the poets...

UNSEEN POETRY

15-20 8 marks 

The mock 
exams will 
consist of 
Lang paper 2 
and Lit paper 
1.


